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Week 8, Term 1 2019        22 March 2019 

APPROACHING CALENDAR EVENTS 

2019   

Tuesday 26 March  North Coast Tennis – Grafton  

Wednesday 27 March Canteen Committee meeting – Staffroom. 2-3pm 

Friday 29 March Rugby 7’s Gala Day 

LNC Hockey - Port 

Monday 1 April North Coast Soccer Trials – Grafton 
Year 2: Timbertown excursion 

Wednesday 3 April  North Coast AFL – Coffs Harbour 

Thursday 4 April Lower North Coast Rugby League – Lake Cathie 

Friday 5 April Lower North Coast Hockey – Port Macquarie 
K-2 Assembly, hosted by 1V 

Monday 8 April North Coast Boys Cricket 

Tuesday 9 April District Netball trials – Port Macquarie 

Thursday 11 April State Swimming 

Kindy – Year 6: Easter Hat Parade 

Friday 12 April State Swimming 
Last Day of Term 1 

Monday 29 April Term 2 – Staff Development Day. Staff only 

Tuesday 30 April  Students return for Term 2 

Wednesday 1 May School Photos 

Thursday 2 May School Photos 

Friday 3 May NC Hockey – Grafton 

Monday 6 May HCH Touch Trials – Wauchope 

Tuesday 7 May LNC Netball – Kempsey 

Thursday 9 May Mother’s Day Stall 

Friday 10 May School Cross Country 

 

Dates for the Diary  
Wed 22 – Fri 24 May Year 5 Collaroy Centre 

Wed 29 May – Fri 31 May Year 4 Point Wolstoncroft 

Mon 3 – Fri 7 June Year 6 Canberra 

 
 

 

77-105 Bangalay Drive, PORT MACQUARIE.   NSW 2444 

P: 02 6582 3478  F: 02 6582 2326 

E: tackingpt-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

W:  tackingpt-p.schools.nsw.edu.au 
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From the Desk of Mr Harris 
 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

 
Welcome to Week 8. 
The term is progressing quickly and the fast pace of our school is in full swing. 

K-2 students have seen the Gruffalo performance today, sporting commitments have 

commenced and many of our extra curricular activities have commenced. 

 

Our children are working well and we thank the many parents who attended the Meet and Greet 

and those, who took up the opportunity to organise an interview with their child’s teacher to 

ensure a positive start to the school year.  
 

The expectations that have been set are all about improving behaviour, social skills and 

academic progress. 

  

We have had some problems with our 3-6 toilets with children taking food into the toilets and 

blocking drains and toilets. The plumber has been called 3 times to unblock toilets and as you 

can imagine the cost associated with this is high. In addition to this, the recent behaviours have 

been far from hygienic.  A discussion at home would reinforce this.  
  

Mrs Reichelt has severely injured her ankle and will be off work for the remainder of the term. 

We are awaiting an update and we will keep 1R informed. In the meantime, Miss Lysaught will 

continue working with 1R. Mr Cornish is also on leave also for the remainder of the term and 

Mrs Ramm will be working with our Learning and Support Team in his absence. 
  

Invoices will soon be issued covering any financial monies requiring attention this term. Our 

major excursions will have set payment dates and we ask you to diarise these dates to ensure 

payments are met.  
 

Yours in education,  

Phil Harris 

Principal 
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From the Deputy Principals 
This week teachers completed some professional learning about the topic of Digital Citizenship.  
In today’s changing world of technology, we, as teachers and you, as parents see so many 

changes and advances that are impossible to keep up with. One aspect of Digital Citizenship 
that always comes up in discussions with parents around the topic is screen time. I have found 

one particular article around screen time that has some interesting thoughts and ideas that I 

have picked out and included below.  

Here's the Secret to Raising a Safe, Smart Kid: It's not lots of limits, but it's not being 

hands-off, either. By Sierra Filucci 2/21/2017 

When it comes to parenting frustrations, nothing beats the challenges of setting screen limits 
and picking appropriate media. We're raising "digital natives" but we're supposed to be the 

experts? Actually, no. It turns out, the most effective way to help your kid have a healthy 

relationship to media is by being their media mentor. 

Many of us think we need to have all the answers. Or we just stick our heads in the sand and 
hope for the best. But, as so often happens, the middle road is juuuuust right. Researcher 

Alexandra Samuel surveyed 10,000 families and found that some parents put strict limits on 
what their kids could watch or play ("limiters"), especially when they're young, while others 
(especially parents of teens) let their kids control screen time and embrace the idea that more 

tech is good tech ("enablers"). But about a third of the parents -- whom she calls "media 
mentors" -- consistently engaged in media with their kids, despite their ages, and these kids 

had better outcomes. Kids of media mentors were less likely to access inappropriate material, 
chat online with a stranger, and impersonate an adult or peer online. Exactly what you're hoping 

for as a parent, right? 

So what does it take to be a "media mentor"? Here are the steps: 

Talk about media and tech 
Here's where most parents are #winning. In the 2015 Common Sense Census: Media Use by 

Tweens and Teens, 87 percent of tweens reported that their parents regularly discussed 
Internet safety. These conversations can include everything from stranger danger to creating 

strong passwords and should be empowering rather than scary. 

Play, watch, learn together 

Media mentors play video games, watch movies, and download apps with their kids. They share 
their favourite sites and explore together. It's not all the time, of course -- who has time for 

that? -- but staying engaged and showing interest breeds comfort and camaraderie. 

Teach new skills 

Kids with tech-savvy parents have some advantages when getting up to speed on digital life. 
They can introduce kids to specialized websites, how to use a mouse, do a Google search, 

charge a device, and so on.  

Follow their interests 

You know what your kid is into -- whether it's dinosaurs, Minecraft, or Taylor Swift -- and you 
can use these interests to support positive engagement with media and tech. Find cool dinosaur 
apps, sign your kid up for a Minecraft coding camp, or take a digital music-making class 

together. 

Do your research 
High-quality content makes a difference in how kids interact with media. Parents who seek out 
good content by checking reviews, surveying friends, and exploring content themselves expose 

kids to better stuff. 

Trevor Thompson and Kelly Jordan 

 
 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/screen-time
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/common-sense-media-census-measures-plugged-in-parents
http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2015/11/why-parents-shouldnt-feel-technology-shame/414163/
http://www.connectsafely.org/media-mentor-every-child/?doing_wp_cron=1462228858.8417139053344726562500
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/sites/default/files/uploads/pdfs/census_factsheet_parentsandmedia_0.pdf
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/sites/default/files/uploads/pdfs/census_factsheet_parentsandmedia_0.pdf
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/reviews/topic/dinosaurs-21614
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/game-reviews/minecraft
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/movie-reviews/taylor-swift-the-1989-world-tour-live
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/reviews
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NAPLAN Online 2019 – Years 3 and 5 
NAPLAN assesses literacy and numeracy – important skills that each child needs to succeed in 

school and life. The NAPLAN tests are designed to help us make sure students are on track with 

their literacy and numeracy development. Students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 participate in NAPLAN 

tests for reading, writing, conventions of language (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and 

numeracy. 

Between 14th May to 24th May, our school will participate in NAPLAN Online. Next week the 

practice test platform will be open where students will get to experience the online format. This 

is in the form of an Omnibus test, which is a mixture of reading, language and mathematics 

questions.  There are no results recorded from this test, it is simply to help students get 

comfortable with the layout of the test.  

Students do not need to be computer experts to take the NAPLAN test online. Making sure 

students have computer skills is part of our school curriculum, and our teachers will ensure 

your child is familiar with the online format. To see the types of questions and interactive 

features of NAPLAN Online, visit the public demonstration site. 

 

http://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
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If you have any questions about NAPLAN Online, please contact your child’s teacher. 

For more info: 

 How to support your child during NAPLAN 

 information for parents and carers 

 Watch a video that explains NAPLAN Online 

 Subscribe to ACARA’s monthly parent newsletter, Parent Update 

Trevor Thompson 

NAPLAN Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://nap.edu.au/naplan/parent-carer-support
http://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/naplan-online-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3S1z6kUnRRE&feature=youtu.be
https://confirmsubscription.com/h/j/0EF4811A90ACFBC1
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From the Library Information and Resource Centre 
Congratulations to the children and their families who have completed their Read Aloud  

 

Bookmarks this week Term 1 Weeks 7 and 8: 

K/1W Isaac Chapman, Indigo English, William Etchells, Hamish Pope KO Leilani Fitch KP 

Sophia Novello 1K Scarlett Brook, William Buckby, Louis Burton, Lolani Collyer, Coco Cox, 
Willow Giddins, Kaleb Hayter, Isabella Johnston, Momiji Ryan, Harry Stephens 1R Flynn 

Apthorpe, Jayden Ashley, Summer Booth, Lilly Boss, Kayla Button, Piper Chippendale, Sofia 
Hewens 1V Sophia Fox, Hendrix Jaeger, Max Kuchling, Sienna Macfarlane, Jack Morris, Chloe 
Moye, Emilia Perri 2I Armani Daley, Zarley Groth, Angus Hawken, Darcey McWilliams 2J Lara 

Al Saji, Mahalia Anderson, Ellis Bibel, Max Browne, Alana Hay, Adler Robinson 2T Logan Booth, 
Oscar Collins, Jorja Corse, Lainey Fenton, Noah Harris, Natasha Pirnie 3/4B Emelia Begg 3/4M 

Grace Ashton, Luca Giddins, Evie Hewens, Sam Hewens, Aurora Mavros, Gabby Turner 3D 
Sakura Attwood, Zayden Keedle, Amelia Maestri 3H Piper Brennan-Riley, Lily Castiglioni, Tahlia 
Hall, Noah Richards 3J Alice Beard, Thomas Buckby, Lila Duncan, Jakob Schmidt 4B Will Clark, 

Archie Hawken, Ava Herring, Elijah Schmidt, Nyah Villagran-Eichmann, Charlee Webber 5/6N 
Isabella Campbell 5B Joseph Grattan, Anastasia Griffiths  5L Ryan Campbell 6S Indies Collyer 

6T Kelli Williams 
 

Ms Lea Horan 
Teacher Librarian 
 
 

 

K-2 Lighting the Way Awards 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNSW Assessments and Australian Mathematics Competition 
This year, students in Years 3-6 will be able to enter the UNSW Assessments in Science, 

Mathematics, English and Digital Technologies, as well as the Australian Mathematics 
Competition. All students in 3/4M and 5/6N will enter as well as any other interested students 
who may have an interest or ability in particular areas. Notes have been distributed to students 

who are keen, extra forms can be picked up from the front office. 

Trevor Thompson 

Assessment Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 5 - Our first Award 

recipient! 

Week 7 
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Canteen 
The Canteen is looking for volunteers, one day per month 10am until 2pm. Please contact the 

canteen if you can help!  

 

Canteen meeting, Wednesday 27 March, in the staffroom from 2 till 3pm. Everyone is 

welcome.  Hope to see you there. Come and say ‘Hello!’ 
 

 

 

CANTEEN ROSTER 
You can place lunch orders via the P&C’s site  http://www.flexischools.com.au 

Mon 25/3 D. Gleave  A. Baker 

Tue 26/3 T. Duncan  R. Brennan 

Wed 27/3 K. Williams  S. Shephard 

Thur 28/3 T. Duncan  R. Brennan 

Fri 29/3 T. Duncan  R. Brennan  HELP PLEASE 

Mon 1/4 D. Gleave  L. Speedy 

Tue 2/4 K. Schmidt  C. Chantler 

Wed 3/4 H. Ryan  HELP PLEASE 

Thurs 4/4 T. Duncan  R. Brennan 

Fri 5/4 B. Hughes  R. Ferguson 

In accordance with WH&S regulations, it would be appreciated if volunteers could please 

wear enclosed footwear and have long hair tied back. Thanks Leanne and Sandy. 

UNIFORM SHOP 
Open Mondays & Wednesdays 8.30 – 9.00am 

Location:  Assembly Hall 

Uniforms can be viewed and purchased via the P&C’s site http://www.flexischools.com.au 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

http://www.flexischools.com.au/
http://www.flexischools.com.au/
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Cyber News   
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Community News   
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