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Week 8, Term 2 2021            11 June 2021 
APPROACHING CALENDAR EVENTS 

2021 
Monday 14 June ● Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
Thursday 17 June ● Kindy 2022 Teddy Bears Picnic 
Friday 25 June ● Last day of Term 2 
Monday 12 July ● Term 3 – Staff Development Day (no students) 
Tuesday 13 July  ● Term 3 begins for Students 
Tues 13 – Fri 16 July  ● NAIDOC Week – NAIDOC Day Friday 16 July 
AMENDED: Wednesday 14 July  ● Year 2-6 Athletics Carnival, Oxley Oval 
Wed 18 – Fri 20 August ● Year 4 Camp – Point Wolstoncroft 
Thursday 26 August ● K-6 Book Parade 
Mon 30 Aug – Fri 3 Sep ● Education Week  
Wednesday 15 September ● Concert of Excellence 
Friday 17 September ● Last day of Term 3 
 
** Year 2 Sea Acres Excursion has been postponed to Term 3, date to be advised.  
 
DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Term 4 
Monday 4 October Public Holiday 
Tuesday 5 October Students return for Term 4 
Friday 15 October P&C Colour Run 
Mon 18 – Wed 20 October Year 3 Coffs Coast Adventure Centre 
Thursday 21 October  Bel Canto Festival of Music, Sydney 
Mon 25 – Wed 27 October Year 5 Coffs Coast Adventure Centre 
Friday 12, 19 & 26 November Kindergarten 2022 Transition 
 
NAIDOC Week celebration will occur at our school on Friday 16 July. Our Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Education team will be contacting our families to invite 
them to join in on the day. 
 

77-105 Bangalay Drive, PORT MACQUARIE   NSW 2444 
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander PLP - Afternoon tea 
As part of our Aboriginal Education plan we recently hosted an afternoon tea for 
parents/carers and students to meet and discuss personalised learning plans (PLP) 
and build connection between school and community. 
 

The afternoon was supported by many of our staff and families and the students who 
participated had lots of fun and engaged in discussion about their learning pathways. 
 

However, two issues relating to the event have been highlighted by the executive of 
the Hastings AECG and our school families. 
 

1. An acknowledgement of Country was not performed at the start of the event 
by school staff. 

2. Culturally incorrect information was shared with the students and families 
who were present in relation to the Didgridoo by an invited guest at the 
school. 
 

I am apologising on behalf of the school to any Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander families or community members who were offended by these actions.  
 
On Tuesday 8 June, I met with Kristie Daley (Hastings AECG), Stevie Donovan 
(Birpai Traditional Owners Advisory Group), Aunty Linda Olive (NSW DoE – 
Aboriginal Community Liaison Officer) and Kayla Whyte (Hastings AECG),  to 
discuss future plans, so that all of our future events are conducted in line with Birpai-
Birrbay Barray Local Cultural Protocols. 
 

Sports and Extra Curricular Activities 
Wins are continuing for our Girls Cricket vs Kendall, Girls Netball had good 
performance against Wauchope PS (32-9). 
Boys and Girls Soccer played well and have all progressed to the next round. Our 
Rugby League team has had their gala day postponed and our Rugby Union team 
plays Forster on 22 June. 
 

Daisy Dunbar went to NSW PSSA Basketball Championships – she had a great time 
and the North Coast team was competitive and had a best ever performance finishing 
8th out of 14 regions. 
 
North Coast Cross Country 
Congratulations to our 7 Cross country runners who ran at the North Coast 
Championships in Lismore yesterday. Report on page 10. 
 

Reconciliation Week Assembly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Principal’s Message 
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With the theme “Reconciliation takes action – it’s more than a word”, our students 
presented information about Reconciliation Week to the K-6 school assembly.  Jack 
C presented our school Acknowledgement of Country and other students combined 
to present information about the importance of Reconciliation week to staff and 
students. Posters created by the students have been displayed at the entrance to 
the school. 
 

Canberra Year 6 
Updates from the trip are coming in and even though it is 
quite cold, they are still managing to have an awesome 
time. They are on their way home and have displayed 
amazing behaviour resulting in positive comments from 
tour guides and even the general public at each venue. 
 

A full selection of photos is available for parents on the 
private Facebook page established for the event. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tacking Point PS P&C 
On Monday 7 June I attended my first P&C Meeting and met with the executive and 
the committee. It was exciting to meet so many parents passionate about our school 
and how willing everyone is to support our future directions. I was able to provide 
updates on a variety of issues at the school 

• Several building and maintenance projects that are occurring around the 
school, including the creation of additional flexible learning spaces and the 
potential to relocate the Uniform shop into a more suitable area. 

• Strategic Direction 3 - in our Strategic Improvement Plan involves our school 
collaborating with the Hastings Valley Community of Schools. On the Term 3 
Staff Development day our staff will attend workshops with Dr Michael Carr-
Greg and Dr Adam Fraser.  Dr Carr-Greg will also be hosting a Parent 
workshop at Panthers Monday 12 July. More information on page 9. 

• Potential options for additional parent workshops on Cyber Safety and 
Personal development, puberty etc. We also confirmed support for the next 
round of the program Tuning In To Kids which is being presented each 
Tuesday 600-730 by Rachael Spitzer. The program has been getting 
impressive feedback and will run in Term 3. 
 

 

David Munday 
Principal 
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Time is flying by … we are now heading into the last 2 weeks of the term, the end of 
semester one and half-way through the year! 
 

Teddy Bears Picnic - Thursday 17 July  
 This is a wonderful opportunity for your Kindergarten 2022 child to 
join us on site with their favourite teddy bear for some fun activities 
with our amazing staff. It is also a great chance to meet other 
students who will be starting their school life together. See you at 
9.30am! 
 

Multicultural Public Speaking final – Thursday 17 
July 
The Multicultural Perspectives Public Speaking North 
Coast final is on Thursday 17 June at Hastings Public 
School. There are two sessions: Stage 2 at 10am followed by Stage 3 starting at 
12.30pm. We are very proud of our finalists, Ben R, Harriet H, Mark T and Nessa K. 
All the very best. 
 

Assessment and Reporting 
 Staff and students have been extremely busy with the 
assessment and reporting phase especially over the last 
couple of weeks. So much time and energy has been 
dedicated to give you a formal summary of your child’s progress; we hope that you 
enjoy reading your child’s Semester 1 Report with them and the discussion this will 
bring about in their education journey so far this year. Reports will be sent home 
Thursday 24 June. 
It is exciting that we are able to return to meeting with our parents/carers face to face 
this year for our ‘3-way Learning Conversations’ (teacher – student – parent). During 
this meeting we will look at learning goals and the focus on the year ahead. These 
conversations will be invaluable in sharing great insight and a common 
understanding of future direction.  We look forward to meeting with everyone again!  
 

Year 2 Excursion to Sea Acres Rainforest Centre and Shelly Beach  
Unfortunately, our Year 2 Sea Acres excursion has had to be postponed to Term 3. 
Once the date has been confirmed a new permission note will be sent home.  
 

With the long weekend on Monday … enjoy the extra time with your nearest and 
dearest. 
 

Kelly Jordan and Trevor Thompson 
Deputy Principals 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deputy Principal Forecast 
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In our last newsletter we outlined three of the NSW Department of Education ‘What 
works best’ themes (effective feedback, use of data to inform practice and 
assessment) that teachers use in their practice, including some conversation tips to 
help you support these practices at home. In this newsletter we will focus on the last 
3 themes of classroom management, wellbeing and collaboration. 

• Classroom Management 
Students learn best when teachers manage their classrooms well. Classroom 
management includes the broad range of things that teachers do to encourage a 
safe, positive and stimulating learning environment for their students. 
 

Conversation starters: Are there rules or expectations you need to follow in your 
classroom? Can you tell me a few? What happens when you work hard to follow 
them? What happens if you don’t follow them? 

• Wellbeing 
Students learn best when they have a high level of wellbeing. Student wellbeing is a 
broad term that includes good mental, physical and emotional health, feeling 
supported in learning, building healthy relationships and having a strong sense of 
meaning and purpose. Teachers can support students’ wellbeing by: 

• creating a safe environment  
• helping students to feel that they belong                                    
• valuing their opinions and perspectives  
• encouraging them to be interested in learning  
• helping them to manage their emotions  
• helping them to develop positive relationships with teachers and other students 

 

Conversation Starters: How do you feel about school at the moment? Are there 
things that you find hard or challenging? Do you know what to do or who you can 
speak to if you’re having a bad day or have a problem? Does someone look out for 
you at school? 

• Collaboration 
Students learn best when teachers collaborate. 
Collaboration involves our teachers working together with 
other teachers and experts from outside the school to 
improve their teaching. Effective collaboration is likely to 
include teachers planning lessons and teaching programs 
together, observing each other’s lessons and giving feedback, and discussing and 
thinking about issues related to their work. 
 

The ’What works best’ paper by CESE (Centre for Education Statistics and 
Evaluation) outlines eight quality teaching practices (high expectations, explicit 
teaching, effective feedback, use of data to inform practice, assessment, classroom 
management, wellbeing, collaboration) that are known to support school 
improvement and enhance the learning outcomes of our students.  

Cherry Nelson  
Curriculum Leader 
 

Crossing the Curriculum 
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Student attendance is fundamental to student learning and has been identified as 
an important aspect of student wellbeing. NSW public schools work in partnership 
with parents to encourage and support regular attendance of children and young 
people. When your child attends school every day, learning becomes easier and 
they build and maintain positive friendships with other children. Schools, families, 
and communities can work together to send a strong collective message about the 
importance of going to school.  Attendance is a key priority for our school and we 
recognise that working collaboratively with students and their families is the best 
way to support regular school attendance. Attached to this week’s newsletter is a 
fact sheet outlining attendance responsibilities and support. We have a range of 
strategies we can use to support the establishment of positive attendance. We 
encourage you to discuss any concerns you may have in maintaining your child’s 
attendance at school with their teacher.  
 

Jody Bond 
Student Engagement Leader 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Wellbeing Matters 
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The Hastings Valley Community of Public Schools are pleased to welcome Dr 
Michael Carr- Gregg to Port Macquarie  -  one of Australia's highest-profile 
psychologists for his seminar,  'Building Happy and Resilient Children', on Monday 
12 July 2021. His presentation covers what every parent needs to know about 
millennial parenting, covering online safety, friendships and relationships, sleep and 
other key issues. Book your tickets now – limited seating https://bit.ly/3icxk6E 
  

Parents and carers play a vital role in helping children feel safe through uncertain 
times. Dr Carr-Gregg’s parent presentation is designed to give parents and carers 
the knowledge, confidence and strategies to parent and educate our young people 
to become strong and independent leaders of tomorrow. 
  

Dr Carr-Gregg’s signature is delivering national and international evidence-based 
seminars to parents and teachers to help collectively make a difference in the health 
and well-being of young people. Statistics show that the psychological health of 
children is far worse today than a generation ago. One-quarter of young Australians 
report experiencing symptoms of mental illness. That is a horrifying statistic. The 
significant issues of concern for young people include stress, school or study, body 
image and depression. 
  
Dr Carr-Gregg has a common-sense, no-nonsense approach to parenting, and you 
can rest assured that there is no "psychobabble" during this talk. He is engaging, 
entertaining and very relatable, using humorous anecdotes from his own life and 
work experience as examples. He will provide advice and key messages for building 
happiness for our young people. 
  

So what do we want for our children? We want them to flourish! Dr Carr-Gregg will 
provide empirical evidence, practical approaches and a wealth of literature that is 
available on how to grow the positive emotions needed to inoculate our young 
people; ways to engage them in “flow”, and experiences that see them lose 
themselves in a passion; ways to build relationships that harness a rich repertoire of 
friends and guard against the toxicity of loneliness; ways to find deeper meaning by 
serving a cause bigger than themselves and transcending the shallowness and 
disappointments of materialism; ways to build selflessness and not egoism. 
  

Event Details 
Date: Monday 12 July 2021 
Time: 6 pm - 7.30 pm 
Venue: Port Panthers Auditorium 
Cost: $10.00 
Tickets: Purchase your tickets HERE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Building Happy and Resilient Children 

https://bit.ly/3icxk6E
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/surviving-and-thriving-building-happy-and-resilient-children-tickets-157732627535
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Congratulations to the children and their families who have completed their Read 
Aloud Bookmarks Term 2 Weeks 7 and 8: 
 

KW Ainslee 1B Ella 1V Elyse, Tim, Eliza, Kaylum 1W Zach, Adam, Lara 2C Chloe, 
McKenna 2D Lanegan, Adeline 2E Daisy 2J Annabelle 3/4T Isaac, Madeleine 3M 
Louis, Sam, Hamish 4H Mahalia, Olivia, Natasha 5/6M Keegan 5M Annabelle  
 
Ms Lea Tracy 
Teacher Librarian 
 

 

Tacking Point had one of our best ever days at the North Coast Cross Country held 
at the Lismore Racecourse. 
 

In some great results we had 4 athletes qualify for the State Cross Country which is 
next term in Sydney. 
 

Oto R won the 11 years boys division with Ben O few metres behind in second. 
Grace M placed second in the girls 11 years. Herbie S put in an amazing 
performance in the 8/9 division, Herbie is still an 8 year old but came second in the 
8/9 years division. Harry W came in 7th (one spot out of a Sydney trip), while Indigo 
D came 17th and Isa B came 22nd. Well done to all students and thanks to all 
parents who helped with transport. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North Coast Cross Country 

From the Library 
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PSSA Netball 

Our PSSA Netball team took to the court again last Thursday for the 3rd round of 
the PPSA Knockout Competition. 
What a game it was, it was fast paced and fierce! 
Once again, our girls fought hard and their determination proved too strong for 
our opponents and we came away with our third win. We congratulated 
Wauchope on their game and celebrated with a Kit Kat and oranges. 
Thank you to the parents of our students for coming and showing your support, 
the girls loved having you there. 
Thank you to Miss Tonkin for coming along to umpire for us. 
We will play now play Kempsey East in round 4, Friday of Week 9. 
 

Danielle Bussell 



Page 12 
   

 

3/4T have been very busy this term. They are putting on 
a play called 'Quest- An Enchanted Adventure'.  
 

It is about a quest to save Fantasyland from the evil 
queen who wishes to destroy it.  
3/4T students have been making their own sets and 
props and busily learning their lines. They are now in the 
final stages of putting the show together.  
 

3/4T are able to invite their immediate family to the show, 
which will be held on Wednesday 23rd June at 5.30pm.  
 

We are hoping to perform some shows at school for students to come and watch. 
 
Ms Tonkin 
 

 
 
 

Volunteers 
The P&C are operating on an incredibly small number of volunteers, we are in 
URGENT need of some volunteers to help with the Uniform Shop and the Canteen. 
The Uniform Shop is open on Monday mornings from 8.30am for an hour and 
additional orders are filled on Thursdays (not open for sales). The Canteen is open 
daily and we thank the volunteers that are currently on the roster and would love to 
see some new names. Children are always excited to see their parents at the 
canteen helping out!  
 

Athletics Carnival – VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  
The P&C will be hosting a sausage sizzle at the Athletics Carnival and we require 
volunteers to help with this on the day. If you have a few hours you can spare to 
assist email events@tackingpointpandc.org.au  
 

Events Planned 
From Monday’s meeting, we have chosen a disco and the colour run to be our 
fundraising events for Term 3 and 4.  
We have also supported Telegraph Public School with some funds to assist them 
with re-establishing some of their lost resources.  
  

P&C Meeting – Monday 2 August 
Our meeting is Monday 2 August, 7.30pm in the Staffroom and all parents are 
welcome to come along and see what the P&C plans are for the school and the 
students.  
 

Tim Inman  
P&C President  
 
 
 

P&C – Meeting 7 June 

Creative Learning 3/4T 

mailto:events@tackingpointpandc.org.au
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QKR! App 
It is imperative that parents amend their student profiles on the QKR! app, to the 
correct student class.  Failure to do this, results in lunch orders going to the incorrect 
classroom.  
 

When ordering lunch orders, please ensure that the correct date is selected from the 
calendar, this is the DELIVERY date of the order.  
 

TUCKERBOX ROSTER 
You can place lunch orders via the P&C’s Qkr! App  

Mon 14/5 PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
Tue 15/6 R. Brennan 
Wed 16/6 H. Ryan 
Thurs 17/6 S. Lukic  S. Thomas 
Fri 18/6 I. Redfern  N. Varga 
Mon 21/6 L. Speedy 
Tue 22/6 R. Brennan 
Wed 23/6 M. Brumby 
Thurs 24/6 S. Thomas  R. Brennan 
Fri 25/6 H. Ryan  R. Brennan 
In accordance with WH&S regulations, it would be appreciated if volunteers could 

please wear enclosed footwear and have long hair tied back. 
Thanks Leanne and Sandy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNIFORM SHOP 
 ** Counter Sales: Every Monday 8.30-9.30 in the hall** 
Uniforms can be viewed and purchased via the P&C’s Qkr! Payment site 

Tuckerbox Canteen 

Uniform Shop 
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Class Awards 
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Community Notices 
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PMQ Indoor Stadium – JUNE / JULY 2021 Holiday Program. 
The Program will run from the 28th June – 12th July 2021 (excluding weekends) 

Times: 8.30am-5pm 
Cost: $30 per child 

For all other information and requirements 
please go to our webpage to find the Registration Form! 

www.portstadium.com.au 
 

http://www.portstadium.com.au/
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