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Week 2, Term 3 2021           23 July 2021 
APPROACHING CALENDAR EVENTS 

2021 
Wednesday August 4 ● Cyber Safety Presentation – TPPS Hall 
Thursday 26 August ● K-6 Book Parade 
Mon 30 Aug – Fri 3 Sep ● Education Week  
Wednesday 15 September ● Concert of Excellence 
Friday 17 September ● Last day of Term 3 
 
DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Term 4 
Monday 4 October Public Holiday 
Tuesday 5 October Students return for Term 4 
Friday 15 October P&C Colour Run 
Mon 18 – Wed 20 October Year 3 Coffs Coast Adventure Centre 
Thursday 21 October  Bel Canto Festival of Music, Sydney 
Mon 25 – Wed 27 October Year 5 Coffs Coast Adventure Centre 
Friday 12, 19 & 26 
November Kindergarten 2022 Transition 

Mon 22 – Wed 24 
November Year 4 Camp – Point Wolstoncroft 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

77-105 Bangalay Drive, PORT MACQUARIE   NSW 2444 
P: 02 6582 3478  
E: tackingpt-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
W:  https://tackingpt-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/   
Principal: Mr David Munday 
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Thank you for your support over the last two weeks as we continue to evolve the 
processes and guidelines that the school is using in line with the advice from NSW 
Health. 
https://education.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/advice-for-families/schools-outside-of-
greater-sydney1 
 

This link contains the most up to date advice for families. 
 

Students should not attend school if unwell, even with mild symptoms of COVID-19. 
Any person with any COVID-19 symptoms should be sent home and should not 
return until they have received a negative test result and are symptom-free. In 
circumstances where children have other medical reasons for recurrent symptoms 
a letter from their GP is enough to negate the requirement for a negative test. 
 

Anyone who is unwell with COVID-19 symptoms is strongly encouraged to get 
tested and self-isolate until a negative result is received.  
 

Updates to Events and Activities at Tacking Point PS 
School sporting activities including PSSA knockouts, district and zone carnivals are 
currently being held in line with community sport guidelines. Indoor sports will have 
additional requirements from the venues at which they are held. Outdoor sports 
should continue to go ahead with slight modifications to spectator access. 
 

In line with NSW Education advice - Schools must cease camps and out of area 
field trips and/or overnight stays. This will impact on the following excursions: 

Year 4 Point Wolstoncroft - Week 6 Term 3 – will be postponed, we have a tentative 
date for later in Term 4 (22-24 November). Families will receive a separate note with 
information from Ms Tonkin over the next few weeks. 
 

Year 3 Coffs Coast Adventure Centre – Week 3 Term 4 at this stage we are planning 
as if it is going ahead. However, we have placed a hold on the payment schedule 
and will not be collecting anymore funds from families until we have confirmed that 
this will be taking place. We do not have any alternate dates for this major 
excursion and might revert to a series of day trips if possible. 
 

Year 5 Coffs Coast Adventure Centre – Week 4 Term 4 at this stage we are planning 
as if it is going ahead. However, we have placed a hold on the payment schedule 
and will not be collecting anymore funds from families until we have confirmed that 
this will be taking place. We do not have any alternate dates for this major 
excursion and might revert to a series of day trips if possible. 
 

3 Way Learning Conversations – have been scheduled for Week 3 and Week 4. 
Teachers have allocated 15 minute blocks in the SENTRAL portal that parents/carers 
can access. That booking period closes this Friday and interviews will commence 
in Week 3. 
 
 
 
 
 

Principal’s Message 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/advice-for-families/schools-outside-of-greater-sydney1
https://education.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/advice-for-families/schools-outside-of-greater-sydney1
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Drop off and pick up  
Responding to feedback from students and families, we have been able to modify 
our procedures so that the Top Gate (above the basketball court) will be opened 
in the morning and afternoon for students only to enter and leave the school 
grounds. 
 

Parents and carers are asked to follow changes to drop off and pick up including:  
• Student must not arrive before 8.30am – teachers provide supervision from this 

time. 
• Staying in the car when dropping off and picking up children if safe to do so;  
• Maintain physical distancing by avoiding gathering outside of school gates;  
• Remain outside of school grounds (note some exceptions may apply regarding 

schools for specific purposes, vulnerable students or students with disability); 
and  

• Follow mask-wearing requirements.  
 

If you are dropping your child to school after the 8.55am bell time, it is still a 
requirement to escort and sign students in to school at the front office and get a 
late note. You are able to call the office, to advise the reason for your child’s late 
arrival, please be mindful that this is a busy time of day for our office staff.  
 

If you need to collect your child from school during the day, please advise them of 
the time you will be picking them up, and please send a signed note to school with 
them. These two steps will assist your child to leave their class and be ready at the 
office at pick up time.  
 

Due to these restrictions, if you must attend the school, we ask that you only use the 
main school entrance. Follow the QR code protocols that are at the foot of the 
stairs. We have established social distancing measuring when approaching the 
front office which we ask you to respectfully adhere to. All visitors must wear masks 
upon entering school grounds. 
 

Mandatory QR sign in  
NSW Government have introduced mandatory QR Codes. Parents and carers 
permitted on school site for specific purposes are required to check-in using the QR 
Code and check out when leaving and office staff will add them to our Sentral’s 
visitor log-in. This allows us to meet child protection and emergency management 
requirements, and the NSW Health guidelines.  
 

Cyber safe families – resources that are available to support cyber safety and 
support their children in being responsible online users: 

• Cyber safe families – an overview of cyber safety 
• Technology and wellbeing – useful tips and tools 
• Digital citizenship External link – a collection of articles and resources to 

maximise students’ use of technology. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/parents-and-carers/wellbeing/technology/cyber-safety
https://education.nsw.gov.au/parents-and-carers/wellbeing.html?keywords=Technology&q=
https://www.digitalcitizenship.nsw.edu.au/parents-articles
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NAIDOC Day Celebrations 
Mrs Norman and the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander education team, co-
ordinated a series of fun learning activities for each stage to join into throughout 
the day. We started with an assembly hosted by Mrs Norman and some of our 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students that introduced the theme, ‘Heal 
Country’ – to the entire school.  Unfortunately, our scheduled visitors and invited 
guests and parents/carers were unable to attend, but the children still had a great 
day. At the conclusion of the day we held a whole school assembly and 2 children 
from each classroom highlighted the learning activity they had undertaken. 

David Munday 
Principal 
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Welcome Back 
Welcome back to Term 3. How things have 
changed in the last 4 weeks and I’m sure will 
continue to change and update. Please make 
sure you are logged into the Sentral Parent Portal 
App to receive the latest messages from the 
school or keep up to date with your email inbox 
that you have supplied the school.  
 

The first two weeks of school have been lots of fun, especially the Year 2-6 Athletics 
Carnival last week at Oxley Oval and the 100 day Kindergarten Party on Friday. 
Wow!, have our Kinder students grown.  
 

Learning Conversations 
In the coming weeks there is lots happening. Teachers will be busy in Week 3 and 4 
phoning parents who have requested learning conversations about their child. 
Students would have brought home their ‘Grow’ and ‘Glow’ worksheets outlining 
which aspects of school they are succeeding in and which areas they need to 
keep improving in. We are sure they have been warmly received and shared in the 
household.  
 

PSSA Sport 
Unfortunately, there have been some events postponed already this term. The 
school will endeavour to keep parents updated with these. At this stage, local 
sporting events such as the Touch Football Gala Day and local PSSA knockout 
games will go ahead. The District Athletics Carnival will be taking place on the 6th 
August.  
 

Cyber Safety Workshop for Parents  
On the 4th August from 5.30pm to 6.45pm there will a Cyber Safety Workshop for 
parents in the hall at school. This has been organised as a result of a number of 
requests from parents wanting to know more information about Cyber Safety in the 
home. Senior Constable -Steve Jeffery, NSW Police YLO will be attending to run the 
workshop.  
 

Year One Phonics Screening Assessment  
On the 5th August our Year One teachers will be busy implementing the Year One 
Phonics Screening Assessment to all students in their class. All Year 1 students in NSW 
Department of Education schools will be required to complete the mandatory Year 
1 Phonics Screening Check from 2021. The Year 1 Phonics Screening Check is a 
short assessment that tells teachers how students are progressing in phonics. The 
Check takes 5-7 minutes and is carried out by classroom teachers with each 
student individually. Teachers analyse the results and, if necessary, plan for any 
additional support that students might require by targeting teaching aligned with 
NSW English syllabus outcomes. The Check-in complements existing strategies to 
identify students' progress in developing foundational literacy skills. 
 

Have a great fortnight everyone and stay safe.  
 

Kelly Jordan and Trevor Thompson - Deputy Principals 
 

Deputy Principal Forecast 
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This term, one of our focuses is on ‘Multiplicative Thinking Strategies’ and how to 
efficiently use these strategies in Numeracy. Multiplicative thinking involves 
recognising and working with relationships between quantities. Although some 
aspects of multiplicative thinking are available to young children, multiplicative 
thinking is substantially more complex than additive thinking and may, according 
to research, take many years to achieve. Students need to be able to understand 
the relationship between division and multiplication and develop the ability to 
flexibly use and link these concepts when solving problems. 

 

Students in K-6 will be introduced to some fun games 
and strategies that support their multiplicative thinking. 
Regular opportunities are provided to develop number 
sense and mathematical reasoning through exploring 
and building confidence with using multiplicative 
strategies. 

An example of multiplicative thinking: Describe 12.  
It could be described as • Two 6s • Four 3s • Six 2s • Twelve 1s • Three 4s  
Symbolically, these could be described as • 2 x 6  • 4 x 3  • 6 x 2 • 12 x 1 • 3 x 4  
 When students are thinking additively, they might describe it as 2+2+2+2+2+2. 
When they are thinking multiplicatively, they see 2 x 6. 

 Encourage your child to talk about what ‘games’ they 
are learning and playing in Maths at school and the 
mathematical language they may be using- this may 
include some of these examples: 

Early Stage 1 
Kindergarten: sharing, grouping, equal 
Stage 1 
Year 1: number of groups, number in each group, shared between, left over, total 
Year 2: row, column, array, number of rows, number of columns, shared equally, 
part left over 
Stage 2 
Year 3: multiply, multiplied by, multiplication, divide, division, equals 
Year 4: product, tens, ones, double, remainder, equals, halve, multiple, factor 
Stage 3 
Year 5: area, thousands, hundreds, multiple, factor, division, fraction, decimal, 
estimate, round to, quotient 
Year 6: number sentence, order of operations, grouping symbols, brackets, digit, 
strategy 
 

We are excited about some new strategies that will support your child’s 
multiplicative journey and trust that they will have some fun along the way! 
 

Cherry Nelson 
Curriculum Leader 
 

 

Crossing the Curriculum 



Page 7 
 

 

  

 

Change in normal routine can be challenging for both children and adults and 
may be amplified by feelings of uncertainty and concern. Many parents and carers 
may be wondering how to talk with their child about the current COVID-19 situation 
and what information to share.  
 

Honest conversations with your child about challenging circumstances are 
important. They help your child to cope, be prepared and make sense of what they 
are seeing, hearing and feeling. When your child does not understand the situation, 
they can worry, feel alone and misunderstand what is going on. Children will 
inevitably pick up on the concerns and anxiety of others, whether this be through 
listening and observing what is happening at home or at school. It is important that 
they can speak to you about their own concerns.  
 

Emerging Minds, National Workforce for Child Mental Health has some valuable 
advice about managing challenging conversations with your child.   
1. Find reliable sources of information to help you respond. 
 Select two to three trusted and reliable sources and familiarise yourself with 
information so that can give you the up-to-date facts. Sticking to these sources 
means you don’t have to filter any misinformation, which can cause you and your 
child additional worry. Reliable information sources to consider include:  
Department of Health: www.health.gov.au     
Health Direct: www.healthdirect.gov.au/coronavirus 
UNICEF: www.unicef.org/coronavirus/covid-19 
2. Check in with yourself.  
Before you start a conversation with your child, check in with yourself. Are you ready 
to talk about this? Are you prepared for questions that might come? Do you have 
enough accurate information? And importantly, do you have worries, concerns or 
anxiety about these events? If you feel you cannot answer these questions it might 
not be the best time to talk. Tell your child you will do some homework first and then 
make time to sit down with them. In the meantime, find something you can do 
together so that they do not feel left to their own worries. 
3. Starting the conversation. 
When you feel the time is right to talk with your child, open the conversation gently. 
As much as possible, give space for your child to talk and to lead the conversation. 
Be sure to listen to what they say. This is their opportunity to ask questions and to 
make sense of what is happening. Try hard not to jump into the conversation but 
to leave time for your child to think, talk and to pause as they may have more to 
say and might just be looking for the words to help them express their feelings. You 
might like to help start the conversation by focussing on what your child has 
experienced at home, at school or in the community Try to answer any questions 
as honestly and as simply as you can, in an age appropriate way. Stick to the facts 
but remember that you don’t have to talk about the graphic details. Correct any 
misconceptions, but don’t deny the seriousness of what is happening, or what they 
are concerned about. If you aren’t sure, be confident in saying you don’t know but 
that you will try to find out. 
Additional information about ways to support your child to develop resilience 
during times of change can be found on the emergingminds.com.au website. 
 

Jody Bond - Student Engagement Leader 

Wellbeing Matters 

http://www.health.gov.au/
http://www.healthdirect.gov.au/coronavirus
http://www.unicef.org/coronavirus/covid-19
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Congratulations to the children and their families who have completed their 
Read Aloud Bookmarks end of Term 2 and Term 3 Weeks 1 and 2: 

KB Fletcher B KN Byron B KO Jasper F KW Ainslee C, Stella D 1B Miranda R, 
Lachlan R, Ella S 1V Elyse B, Rohen C 1W Noah B, Madisyn B, Zach H 2C Indigo 
E, McKenna R 2E Daisy P 2J Macie B 3M Isa B, Louis B, Hamish P 4S Sienna M 
5/6M Keegan P  

Ms Lea Tracy 
Teacher Librarian 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Library 

4C Working together for NAIDOC 
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Thank you to Narja and Carolyn, our two guides from Sea Acres Rainforest. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Year 2 Excursion to Sea Acres and Shelly Beach 
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Boys Basketball 
A huge Tacking Point effort from the both teams 
today. 
The boys came up against a very strong Hastings 
team. Very proud of their effort, teamwork and 
sportsmanship. Unfortunately, it wasn’t their day 
today, they were defeated 52-25. 
 

Girls Basketball 
Another tremendous Tacking Point effort from our 
girls team today. A spectacular display of 
teamwork, communication and fair play against 
Port Primary. Our girls were victorious 49-8 and 
were an absolute credit to our school 
community. We are all looking forward to what 
the round has waiting for us.  
 

My sincere thanks for those parents who were 
able to assist with transport and abiding by 
COVID restrictions. 
 

Mr de Braun 
 
 
 

Birthday Celebrations 
If your child is celebrating a birthday at school, feel free to order quelch sticks 
or tnt’s and increase the order to the class numbers required.  It is easy to do 
and we can ensure that everything is frozen.  We have had a number of 
instances recently where frozen goods are required for birthdays and they 
are delivered to the canteen un-frozen. Packages of zuper dupers and 
quelch sticks do take a number of hours to freeze and they are often not 
frozen by the time teachers request them to celebrate.  
 

Meeting – Monday 2 August 
Our meeting is Monday 2 August, 7.30pm in the Staffroom and all parents are 
welcome to come along and see what the P&C plans are for the school and 
the students.  
 

Tim Inman - P&C President  
 

 
 

UNIFORM SHOP 
 ** Counter Sales: Every Monday 8.30-9.30 in the hall** 

Uniforms can be viewed and purchased via the P&C’s Qkr! Payment site 
 

P&C – Meeting Monday 2 August 

Uniform Shop 

PSSA Basketball 
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QKR! App 
It is imperative that parents amend their student profiles on the QKR! app, to 
the correct student class.  Failure to do this, results in lunch orders going to the 
incorrect classroom.  
 

When ordering lunch orders, please ensure that the correct date is selected 
from the calendar, this is the DELIVERY date of the order.  
 

TUCKERBOX ROSTER 
You can place lunch orders via the P&C’s Qkr! App  

Mon 26/7 R. Brennen 
Tue 27/7 R. Brennen 
Wed 28/7 R. Brennen 
Thurs 29/7 S. Thomas   S. Lukic 
Fri 30/7 H. Ryan   R. Brennen 
Mon 2/8 A. Baker 
Tue 3/8 R. Brennen 
Wed 4/8 H. Ryan 
Thurs 5/8 S. Thomas   R. Brennen 
Fri 6/8 M. McNaulty  S. Lukic  R. Brennen 
In accordance with WH&S regulations, it would be appreciated if volunteers 

could please wear enclosed footwear and have long hair tied back. 
Thanks Leanne and Sandy. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuckerbox Canteen 

Class Awards 
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Community Notices 
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	Cyber safe families – resources that are available to support cyber safety and support their children in being responsible online users:

